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BOIGA FITZINGER, 1826 (REPTILIA, SERPENTES): PROPOSED 
CONSERVATION UNDER THE PLENARY POWERS. Z.N.(S.)2404 

By Jens B. Rasmussen (Zoologisk Museum, 2100 Copenhagen, 
Denmark) and Andrew F. Stimson (British Museum (Natural History), 
London SW7 5BD) 

Boiga Fitzinger (1826, pp. 29, 60, type species Coluber irregularis 
Merrem in Bechstein, 1802, p. 239 by subsequent designation of Cope, 
1860, p. 264) was overlooked by all eighteenth century authors (with 
the single exception of Cope) until Stejneger, 1902, p. 15, pointed out 
that it was a senior subjective synonym of Dipsadomorphus Fitzinger 
(1843, p. 27, type species by original designation Coluber trigonatus 
Schneider //2 Bechstein, 1802,p. 156). 

2. For the next twenty years Stejneger’s observation was largely 
ignored, but since 1922 Boiga has been in constant use, Dipsado- 
morphus being used almost exclusively by those few authors who believed 
the two genera to be distinct. In fact, during the last 50 years Dipsado¬ 
morphus has appeared in the primary zoological literature as a valid 
name only once, whereas Boiga has been used in over 175 scientific pub¬ 
lications including the important faunal lists and taxonomic revisions 
of Pope, 1935, p. 327; Bourret, 1936, p. 308; Bogert, 1940, p. 60; Smith, 
1943, p. 344; Tweedie, 1954, p. 74; Kuntz, 1963, p. 49; Taylor, 1965, 
p. 865; Worrell, 1965, p. 104; Underwood, 1967, p. Ill; Pitman, 1974, 
p. 124; Villiers, 1975, p. 127; Cogger, 1979, p. 364 and Rasmussen, 
1979, p. 97. 

3. Ibiba Gray (1825, p. 209), type species by monotypy Coluber 
irregularis Merrem in Bechstein, 1802, p. 239) is a senior objective 
synonym of Boiga. To the best of our knowledge the name Ibiba has 
not been used as a senior synonym since its original description. 

4. Strict application of the Law of Priority would result in the 
well-established name Boiga being replaced by the virtually unknown 
Ibiba. 

5. To prevent this undesirable nomenclatural change the Com¬ 
mission is requested: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress the generic name Ibiba 
Gray, 1825 for the purposes of the Law of Priority but not 
for those of the Law of Homonymy; 

(2) to place the generic name Boiga Fitzinger, 1826 (gender: 
feminine), type species by subsequent designation Coluber 
irregularis Merrem in Bechstein 1802, on the Official List 
of Generic Names in Zoology; 

(3) to place the specific name irregularis Merrem in Bechstein, 
1802, as published in the binomen Coluber irregularis 
(specific name of type species of Boiga Fitzinger, 1826) on 
the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology; 
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(4) to place the generic name Ihiha Gray, 1825, as suppressed 
in (1) above, on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid 
Generic Names in Zoology. 
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